
Our Key Focus this half term is… 
 

All things carnival!   Are you ready to party? 

Websites: 
https://www.kids-world-travel-guide.com/brazil-facts.html 
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/countries/country-fact-file-
brazil/ 
https://www.oddizzi.com/teachers/explore-the-world/country-close-up/brazil/rio-
south-east/festivals-2/mardi-gras/ 
 
Books: 
The Wonderful World of Rio—Sarah Khan 
Nina at Carnival—Errol Lloyd 
Carnival of the Animals 
Malaika’s Costume—Nadia Hohn 
Dancing at Carnival—Christine Platt 
 

Challenges for Home: 
Can you practise telling the time to 5 minute intervals? 

*Remember a shoe or cereal box to make a float and also a plastic bottle for your 
very own musical instrument.* 

Key Dates and Reminders: 
 

PE Class 5 — Tuesday and Friday  

          Class 6 — Monday and Tuesday  

Please tweet us using the hashtags below if 
you see your child showing any of our  

Archibald qualities. 
 

We will continue to teach the children how to 
make the right choices and be 

#ResponsibleCitizens 
 

Through our creative curriculum, we will be 
#HavingFun whilst learning. 

 
We will continue to inspire and develop 

#ConfidentIndividuals 



Literacy 
We will be exploring more books by the author Antony Browne this half 
term; Voices in the Park and Gorilla. We will be exploring the characters 
as well as writing in the first person. We will be comparing the stories 
and finish by reviewing the work of this author.  
We will have a focus on our spelling, punctuation and grammar over the 
next few weeks. The children will learn how to spell a range of common 
contractions  as well as recapping how to use apostrophes to show 
possession. We will recap the four sentence types; exclamations, 
statements, questions and commands and will explore using commas in 
a list.  
The children will continue to receive their reading books weekly. Please 
ensure these are in the children’s bag each day so that they can read 
with an adult at any point. 
New reading worms will be handed out to each child. Remember, 5 
reading sessions at home means a new section can be coloured. Please 
ensure these are recorded in the diary and brought to school each day. 

Numeracy 
This half term we will be continuing to solve problems involving 
measures. We will look at weighing accurately, exploring capacity and 
reading thermometers in steps of 1, 2, 5 and 10.  

We will be recapping the four operations; addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division. The children will be required to count quickly 
and confidently in steps of 2s, 3s, 5s and 10s to solve multiplication and 
division, including missing number problems. We will introduce 
expanded column method for addition and children will continue to 
draw their tens and ones to support their subtraction.  

This half term we will be consolidating lots of the learning carried out 
remotely. This will include recognizing al British coins and notes and 
using money to solve problems. We will also look again at telling the 
time to 5-minute intervals so any practise at home reading clocks and 
watches would be fantastic.  

PE Having fun, keeping healthy and learning new skills... 
The children will be skipping into summer this half term and learning a 
whole host of new moves which will support their agility, balance and 
coordination. They will also be using athletics to help them achieve and 
work towards their personal bests. 

RE    Developing respect, tolerance, understanding and knowledge... 
This half term the children will learn all about special books and the 
significant role they play in people’s lives . They will draw on their 
knowledge from learning about Christianity, Islam and Judaism and 
explain how each book is used sand treated.  

PSHE 
Children will spend this half term focussing on staying safe inside and 
outside their home. They will learn about people who can help them in the 
local community, what to do in an emergency and how to cross the road 
safely. We will also read our next no outsiders story. 

Music 
As our topic is all about carnival, this will be a great opportunity to listen 
to and appraise Samba music from Brazil. The children will have the 
opportunity to explore the rhythm, the instruments and the melodies and 
think about how the music makes them move and feel. 

Computing 
This half term the children will begin by creating posters to warn about 
ocean pollution using Publisher. They will need to insert pictures and 
change the font. We will then be using the Green Screen to transport 
ourselves to Rio and create our own news and weather report.   



History and Geography 
 

As we introduce our topic of Rio de Vida, the children will learn about 

how Brazil was discovered. They will find out about the origin of Rio de 

Janerio and how it got its name. They will use their knowledge of 

continents, oceans and compass directions  to describe its location.  

Art/Design Technology 
 

This topic will have a creative focus and we will have lots of opportunities 
to become artists and designers. We will begin by using the book Katie 
and the Picture Show to help us step inside a picture and investigate the 
work of artist Henri Rousseau. We will appraise his work ‘Tiger in a 
Tropical Storm’ and then create our own artwork inspired by another of 
his paintings- ‘Toucan’.  
We will be creating our own musical instruments to help us create our 
own Carnival at school so please can you send in a plastic bottle with 
your child in week 3. We will also be exploring the design of Carnival 
floats over the years and the children will design and create their own. 
Please can you also send in a named box with your child which is similar 
in size to a cereal or shoe box. 

Science 
This half term we will be carrying out lots of experiments. We will be 

thinking about how to make sensible predictions using our own 

knowledge and further exploring how to make an experiment a fair 

test by only changing one variable at a time.  

The children will be observing changes and looking for patterns. Data 

will be put into tables and graphs and we will try to draw 

conclusions. We will also be revisiting how plants can adapt to their 

environments.  

Historical Evidence Enquiry, Cause and Consequence,  
Continuity and Change, Chronology 

Location and Place, Cause and Effect,  
Planning and Decision Making, Change 

Observation over time, Identifying and Classifying,  
Researching, Fair Testing, Pattern seeking 

Spanish 
 

We will be learning new vocabulary associated with 
going to the seaside. They will also use role play to 
explore how to ask for popular summer food and 
drink. 

Eco Week  
 

The whole school will be taking part in Eco-Week 
from Monday 7th—Friday 11th June 2021. Year 2 
will be focussing on pollution in our oceans and we 
will think about how to reduce plastic use to be 
#ResponsibleCitizens  


