
Our Key Enquiry Question is… 

 

Can you make a structure suitable for a specific landscape? 

Websites: 
https://www.barefootcomputing.org/  
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/  

Books: 
Twisted Fairy tales e.g. The Ninjabread Man, Jack and the Mean Stalk  
Places to Visit: 
Chopwell Woods, Plessy Woods, Alnwick Gardens, Wallington Hall, The 
Forbidden Corner 
Challenges for Home: 
Can you come up with a fun game to help you  practise your spellings each 
week? Can you become a TTRS or DoodleMaths champion? Can you go up 
a level on Lexia?  

Key Dates and Reminders: 
All Year 2 children will have PE on Wednesdays and Thursdays.  
Week beginning 1/2/21 is Children’s Mental Health Week.  

Please tweet us using the hashtags below if 
you see your child showing any of our  

Archibald qualities. 
 

We will continue to teach the children how to 
make the right choices and be 

#ResponsibleCitizens 
 

Through our creative curriculum, we will be 
#HavingFun whilst learning. 

 
We will continue to inspire and develop 

#ConfidentIndividuals 

https://www.barefootcomputing.org/
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/


Literacy 
This half term the children will be using familiar traditional tales, such 
as Little Red Riding Hood, and exploring alternative versions and 
twisted tales. The children will learn how to create a good story, 
focussing on descriptive language, adjectives and adverbs.  

Using different texts as a stimulus, the children will learn about 
different styles of writing and the features of these. We will create a 
newspaper report documenting the ‘murder’ of the wolf by the three 
pigs, learning terminology such as headline, subheading and 
introduction. We will produce our own diary  entries and become 
authors as we write our own fairy tale.   

In reading, the main focus of this half term will be on the children’s 
skills of comprehension. The children need to be able to answer 
questions about each text they read to demonstrate their 
understanding. They should be able to use their inference skills to 
give their thoughts and opinions on character’s feelings and be able to 
make logical predictions about what might happen later in the story 
and the reasons for this. You can support your child in this by asking 
them questions when reading with them at home. Our class text will 
be ‘The Owl  who is Afraid of the Dark” 

Numeracy 
This half term the children will be able to recall the 2, 5 and 10 
times tables. They also learn to use multiply (x), division (÷) and 
equals (=) signs in their answers. Furthermore, they will show that 
multiplication of two numbers can be done in any order 
(commutative) and division of one number by another cannot. They 
will solve problems involving multiplication and division, using 
materials, arrays, repeated addition, mental methods, and 
multiplication and division facts, including problems in contexts. 
The children will learn how to interpret and create their own tally 
charts, block diagrams and tables. We will also be improving our 
Mental Maths and Arithmetic skills with weekly sessions to find the 
most efficient methods to solve calculations.  

PE Having fun, keeping healthy and learning new skills... 

Next half term PE will be on Wednesdays and Thursdays for both 
classes. We will be carrying on with our multiskills and we will also be 
doing some gymnastics. We will be outside as much as possible so 
please dress appropriately!   

RE    Developing respect, tolerance, understanding and 

knowledge... 
In RE we will be comparing the stories of creation from the Bible and 
other religions and cultures. Towards the end of the half term we will 
be learning about Easter.   

PSHE 
Our two questions we will try and answer this half term are; 

Who are the people who help us?  
What do we use the internet for?  

Music—listening, appreciating, interpreting, playing, 

developing... 
We will continue to follow our programme of study using Charanga. 
Next half term our unit is called ‘I Wanna Play In A Band’ where we 
will explore a Rock song written especially for the children. The 
children learn about singing and playing together in an ensemble. 

Computing 
This half term will have a big focus on e-safety and staying safe 
online. We will be exploring algorithms through a range of coding 
activities.  



Into The Woods 

Can you make a structure 

suitable for a specific 

landscape? 

Science  
 

This half term our main science focus will be on different 
everyday materials and their properties. We will use the 
story of the Three Little Pigs to find out the durability of 
different materials as well as carrying out many other ex-
periments to explore which materials would be best to use 
for Little Red’s new basket. We will continue to explore 
how to keep experiments fair and make predictions and 
draw up conclusions. The children will learn about micro-
habitats within woodland and discuss food chains, focus-
sing on how animals depend on one another.  

DT  
 
 

Throughout this topic we will use our learning about 
different landscapes to design and create a suitable 
house. What materials would be good for a home built in 
the desert? If your home was in a swampy area, what 
features might it need? When making our homes the 
children will develop their joining skills.  

We will also look at Rapunzel’s tower and different struc-
tures around the world. What makes a structure strong? 
The children will be tasked with creating  their own tower 
from newspaper and masking tape and we will think 
about how we can strengthen them further.  

Art 
We will use the story ‘Tin Forest’ as 
our stimulus in art. We will look at the 
difference between the tin forest and 
colourful jungle. The children will 
explore pencils of different thickness 
to build on their sketching skills and 
will also use the watercolour pencils 
to create colour shades.  
The children will also learn how to 
sew using a running stitch as they 
create their own gingerbread person 
puppet! 

Geography  
We will build on our learning from our 
Destination Unknown topic by exploring 
different landscapes around the world.  
We will then use this knowledge to plan our 
own houses to built there, making decisions 
about materials, size and features to make it 
suitable. We will also be creating our own 
maps, thinking about important features and 
creating our own key.  

Observation over time, Identifying and Classifying,  
Researching, Fair Testing, Pattern seeking 

Location and Place, Cause and Effect,  
Planning and Decision Making, Change 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjhjO3FzpjjAhU2AWMBHe6UBi8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fpngtree.com%2Ffreepng%2Fhide-the-gray-wolf_2898511.html&psig=AOvVaw3s3bfqSp1hW0ZHLWF8gpkr&ust=1562238611864506


Key Stage 1 
 Can you read these words with a grown up and 

talk about what they mean? 
 Do you know any similar words? 
 
Key Stage 2 
 Use a dictionary to find out the meanings of these 

words.  
 Have you ever come across the words before in a 

different topic? 
 Can you think of alternative words to use?  

Science 
 

 

Microhabitat: a very small part of a habitat, such as a clump of grass or 
a space between rocks. 

Food chain: shows how animals depend on other plants and animals 
for their food and survival. 

dependency: Living things in a habitat depend on each other. This 
means they need each other to stay alive. 

Producer:  Each food chain starts with a green plant. 
Green plants are called producers because they produce their own 
food. 

Geography 
landscape: part of the Earths surface that can be viewed at one time from 
one place. It consists of the geographic features that mark, or are 
characteristic of, a particular area.  

Planning:  creating sustainable, efficient, and aesthetically pleasing living 
environments in the present and future.  

Decision making: the process of making choices by identifying a decision, 
gathering information, and looking into other  options. 

Key Vocabulary 

Literacy 
Non-Fiction: a text about real life or facts 

Fiction: a story or text about imaginary people or events 

Homophones: groups of words which sound the same when you say them 
but have different spellings and meanings  

Contractions: two words that are joined together. An apostrophe shows that letters 

have been left out.  

Numeracy 
 

Commutativity: knowing that numbers can be multiplied or added in 
any order giving the same answer 

Multiplication: repeated addition or repeating equal groups a number 
of times 

Division: sharing objects, quantities and numbers into equal groups 


